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A LOCAL INCIDENT OF EARLY COLONIAL 
DAYS, 1722-1723. 

[In the Manuscript Division of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania 
are to be found the following documents under the caption: "The 
Swedes' Petition to the House of Representatives of the Province of 
Pennsylvania; The Governor's Letter thereupon to the Commissioners 
of Property, with Their Report in Answer to the same." 

The Votes of Assembly contain the following: 

12 mo. 28, i72i/22. "Benjamin Vinning, according to leave given, 
brought in a Bill intituled An Act for the further Confirmation of Rights 
to Land and for avoiding Law Suits concerning the same, which was 
read the first time and ordered a second reading." 

1 mo. 7, 172Z. "The Bill intituled An Act for the further Confirmation 
of Rights to Land and for avoiding Law Suits concerning the same, 
was read the second time, also a written message from the Governor 
with the copy of a letter from him to the Commissioners of Property 
and their answer to him, all touching the business of the Swedes, 
mentioned in their Petition and the aforesaid Bill; and, after some 
time spent in debate of the said Bill, the question was put, that the said 
Bill be committed, in order to a third reading. Passed in the Negative; 
and then the House adjourned till three o Clock this afternoon."] 

To THE HONOXJBABLE RePBESENTATIVES OF THE PeOVINCE 

OP Pennsylvania, in Assembly met at Philadel- 
phia, 

The humble Petition of several ancient 
Settlers and Owners of Land in the said 
Province; 
Sheweth, 

That whereas several of the first Settlers and In- 
habitants of this Province, have, for valuable Con- 
siderations, deriv'd their Titles to their respective 
Lands from Governor's residing at New- York, before 
the Patent for Pennsylvania was granted ; which Titles 
the Proprietary and Governor of Pennsylvania did ever 
since approve of. And the said Settlers and Pos- 
sessors, by Virtue thereof, quietly enjoyed their 
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respective Lands and Plantations for above Forty 
Years. And although the said Proprietary, among 
others his Proposals and Concessions, for the Encour- 
aging of Setling this Province, did give out, That 
Seven Tears quiet Possessions should gain an un- 
doubted Eight; yet so it is, that within these Five 
Years last past several Designing Persons within this 
Government have asserted, that the said Settlers, par- 
ticularly the Swedes and others claiming under them, 
have no Eight or Title to the Lands they possess, and 
have so done ever since the said Proprietary's Patent 
was had and continued undisturbed therein, until a 
late Suit at Law commenced, by Shute against Justis, 
to the great Disquiet and Uneasiness of your Peti- 
tioners, and divers other Inhabitants of this Province, 
who have been considerable Instruments in promoting 
the Prosperity and Happiness thereof; particularly 
in its Infancy. And have always paid a dutiful Eegard 
to the Government, and hope still, under those Con- 
ditions, peaceably to enjoy those Possessions, to them 
and their Heirs, which they and their Ancestors, for 
so many Years undisturbedly, held. And to that End 
your Petitioners humbly pray. This House would be 
pleased, for the Peace, Quiet and Satisfaction of Multi- 
tudes of the Inhabitants of this Province, to grant them 
Leave to bring in such a Bill, as may confirm them in 
their respective Eights and Possessions, which in 
Justice and Law they ought to enjoy. 

And your Petitioners, as in Duty bound, shall ever 
pray, &c. 

John Orcher, Andrew Justa, 

Andrew Longacre, Christoph Swanson, 

Andrew Eambo, Edward Brookes, 

John Cock, John Keen, 

Jonathan Jones, Swan Eambo, 

Andrew Jones, Lawrence Boone, 

John EUett, Charles Cox, 
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Andrew Yocum, Zachariah Cock, 

Swan Yocum, MatMas Niclins, 

Andrew Boone, Swan Boone, 

Andrew Hengreson, Hans Torton, 

James Hunt, Valentine Cock, 

Hans Boone, Swan Justa, 

David Morton, Justa Justis, 

Peter Longacre, John Swanson, 

John Worrell, Eichard Langdon, 

John Till, William Coates, 

John Williamson, Peter Eambo, Jr. 

Peter Eambo, Sen. Neels Boone, 

Yeomans Gillingham, Isaac Worrall, 
Eichard Eoads, 

To Richard Hill, Isaac Norris, and James Logan, 
Esqrs, Commissioners of Property for the Province 
of Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen ; 

Having ever since my Arrival into this Government, 
maintain 'd a perfect good Understanding with the 
Eepresentatives of the People in Assembly, I have 
nothing more at Heart than carefully to preserve and 
continue the same during my Administration: And I 
cannot think of any thing that will contribute more 
towards the Attaining that End, than a firm Eesolution, 
first to be well advised, before I take it upon me to 
conclude or determine any Matter of Consequence. 

I have therefore thought fit to refer the inclosed 
Petition, from a Number of Persons, who seem to 
assume the Appelation of Swedes, imto your Consider- 
ations, that you may freely give me your Opinions 
in a Matter that so nearly concerns the Trust that is 
Eeposed in your board. And though I do not by any 
Means approve of the Method that these People take 
of distinguishing themselves from the rest of His 
Majestesty's Subjects in this Province, yet, as it is 
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far from my Inclination to deny or refuse to any of the 
People what appears to be their just Rights; So on 
the other Hand, I will not be led, on any Considerations 
or Pretence whatsoever, to violate the known Rules of 
Justice, or of my Duty in maintaining it. I am, 
Gentlemen, 

Your very humble Servant, 

W. Keith. 

To the Honourable Sir William Keith, Baronet, Gover- 
nor of the Province of Pennsylvania, and Counties of 
Newcastle, Kent and Suffex, upon Delaware. 

The Report of Richard Hill, Isaac Norris, 
and James Logan, Proprietary Agents 
for the same, in Answer to the Governor's 
Letter. 

May it please the Governor — 

Having seriously considered the Petition from cer- 
tain Person amongst us, called Swedes, address 'd to the 
House of Representatives, which the Governor, by His 
Letter of the 20th. of last Month, was pleased to refer 
to us, for our Opinion, we, with all due Submission, 
humbly offer our Sentiments upon it as follows : 

As we cannot find, that any one of those persons, whose 
Names are put to that Petition, has had their Title to 
Lands held by Virtue of Grants from the Government 
of New- York called in question, by the late Proprietor, 
or any under him, within the Compass of our knowl- 
edge; we have therefore just Cause to apprehend, that 
this Petition arises from a much different Foundation. 

For, of all Men in this Province, those called the 
Swedes have certainly the least Reason to complain of 
hard Usage. The Proprietor at his first Arrival, find- 
ing their Ancestors possessed of the then most valuable 
Tracts of Land on the Front of the River, without en- 
quiring into the Validity of their Titles ; but consider- 
ing them as Strangers in an English Government, 
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through. His known Benevolence to Mankind, was 
pleased so far to distinguish them by His Favour, as 
to confirm to all such as applied to him, all their just 
Claims, to the great Dissapointment of those English 
Adventurers who imbark'd with him and hazarded 
their Lives and Fortunes, on the commendable Design 
of Peopling this Colony, : Or, where it was found neces- 
sary, to apply any of those Claims to other Purposes, 
He was pleased to make very ample Compensation for 
them : A pregnant Instance of which is. His Grant of 
Six Hundred Acres of Land to the Swansons, in lieu of 
a very slender Claim they had to about Half that Quan- 
tity, in the Place where it was judged most convenient 
this City should be built. The same Measures also His 
Commissioners, by His Order, from Time to Time pur- 
sued in relation to these People. And Himself again, 
on His Second Arrival, finding them much crowded in 
their old Possessions, through the same Goodness, in 
a most peculiar Maaner, extended His Favours, by 
granting them in one Tract, for their greater Conven- 
iency, no less than Ten Thousand Acres of Land on 
Schuylkill, without any other Considerations on their 
Parts, than the easy Quit-Eent of one Bushel of Wheat 
for each Hundred Acres yearly; of which divers of 
them have, by Sale of their Eights without any Im- 
provement, made considerable Advantage. 

Yet notwithstanding these special Marks of Favour, 
which these People, when left to themselves, will duly 
acknowledge. In our former unhappy Times, when 
Men, who delighted in embarrassing the Publick, ex- 
erted their Endeavours to promote that End, one of the 
Measures then taken was, to Spirit up those People to 
petition the Assembly, and to complain of Grievances : 
So that this is not the first Time that they have been 
prevailed upon, by truly designing Persons, (to use the 
Words of the Petition) to draw upon themselves the 
Imputation of Ingratitude. In which nevertheless they 
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may the more easily be pardon 'd, since they were only 
made Use of by others ; and that it might be truly said 
of them, as some of themselves have owne'd, that they 
knew not what they did. 

But fieling the Petition mentions the Suit between 
Shute and Justis; and as a groundless Clamour has 
been raised and spread from that and another Affair, 
both grounded originally on the Claims of the Swan- 
sons, we shall beg Leave, briefly and truly to represent 
both Cases, that the State of these Matters may be the 
more clearly understood. 

The Proprietor, after his first Arrival, as we have 
already observed, granted by his Warrant to three 
Brothers of the Swansons, Six Hundred Acres of Land, 
very near this City, and within the Bounds of its Liber- 
ties, which was to be held under the yearly Quit-Eent 
of only Three Bushels of Wheat for the whole. This 
the said Brothers, or their Eelicts, or Heirs, disposed 
of to two English Men, and another Swede who married 
one of the Family; but having no other Title than a 
Warrant and Survey, they obliged themselves, (as we 
have been credibly informed) by Arcticles and Bonds, 
to procure a Patent; and until that was done, to pay 
the Quit-Eents. At the Proprietor's Eeturn into the 
Province, all these three Brothers being then dead, 
their Widows, after a Law had been passed for a Gen- 
eral Ee-survey, applied to the Proprietor, requesting, 
according to the Practice at that Time, a Ee-survey and 
Title to the said Lands, that they might be eased from 
the farther Payment of Quit-Eents, and discharge their 
or their late Husband's Bonds ; desiring. That the Over- 
plus in Measure might be cut off. For as no more 
than six Hundred Acres were sold, they were obliged 
to make a Title only to that Quantity. A Warrant was 
accordingly granted at their Bequest, the Land was 
Ee-surveyed, and though it lay within the City Liber- 
ties, in which Lands were wanted, to answer the De- 
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mands of the first Original Purchasers, who had not 
obtain 'd the Bights due to them by the Proprietor's 
first Concessions, to Purchasers in England ; yet, to the 
Manifest Injury of those Purchaser's, the Allowance 
of Ten Acres in the Hundred was also made to that 
Land. Six Hundred and Sixty Acres, that there might 
be no room for Complaint, instead of Six Hundred, 
were regularly laid out; most of the Over-Measure 
above that Quantity, was cut off on the Side remotest 
from the Town, adjoining to the City of Liberty Land, 
and a Patent was prepared confirming the whole Six 
Hundred and Sixty Acres to those three "Widows, ac- 
cording to their Desire. But whether it was to make 
a firmer Title to the Vendees and their Assigns, or for 
whatever other End, the Widows applied to the Pro- 
prietor again and, at the instance of those Men, re- 
quested, that the Tract might be divided into three 
equal Parts of Two Hundred Acres each, with the 
mentioned Allowance, and be severally confirmed to 
those Vendees, So, respectively; in which they were 
also gratified. The Division-Lines and Bounds were 
actually run and return 'd into the Ofiice; and according 
to those Returns, Three several Patents to the Vendees 
were drawn by the Secretary and sign'd by the Pro- 
prietor in 1701 now above Twenty Tears ago: And 
most of the Over-Measure being thrown off, as has 
been observ'd, to the other City Liberty Lands, was 
about Fourteen Tears after, granted indifferently, with 
others of the same, to Thomas Shute, who having at 
high Rates bought divers Rights to Liberty-Land be- 
longing to Original Purchases made of the Proprietor 
in England, in the Tears 1681 and 1682, to the Quantity 
of One Hundred and Twenty Acres, as he fully made 
appear to us, obtained Warrants for the same; and 
the Surveyor in laying it out taking some Part (as he 
had good Reasons) of the Over-Plus of the Swansons, 
which had so long before been cut off from the Tract, 

Vol. XXXVIII.— 28 
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return 'd it accordingly into the Office, and a Patent 
was thereupon granted to Thomas Shute, in the usual 
Manner, for all those Eights together. Now, tho' the 
Swansons, had never any Pretence to Land there, but 
from the Proprietor's Patents, tho' they have the ut- 
most they can claim, either in Law or Equity ; tho ' the 
Over-Plus in the first erroneous Survey was regularly 
cut off ; and tho ' Thomas Shute held his Land by Virtue 
of Firm Original Deeds of Lease and Eelease, executed 
by the Proprietor in England, before any one Adven- 
turer came over into Pennsylvania, and had it as regu- 
larly survey 'd and confirmed by Patent, as any other 
Lands have been in the Province as can be largely 
proved: Yet some Men not only have the Assurance 
to disturb him in his Possession, but have been so 
unjust as to raise a Clamour, and impose on many to 
believe, that the Eights of the good Swedes, have in 
this Case been invaded; when in Truth the Question 
only lies in this. Whether or not the Assigns of the 
Swansons shall hold much more than their Due, and 
what they have no manner of Eight to, and thereby 
deprive the Assigns of the first English Purchasers 
of their undoubted Eights, that have been largely paid 
for; That is. Whether a Warrant to a Swede, with an 
erroneous Survey upon it, shall give a better Eight to 
what was never granted, nor intended to be granted, 
than English Deeds of Lease and Eelease, with a regu- 
lar Process through the Offices for a Confirmation, will 
give, for what was truly purchased so many Years 
before « 

The other Case is this. The same three Widows, 
whom we have mentioned, applied to the Proprietor in 
the same Year 1701, for the Grant of some unsurve'd 
Marsh or Cripple, which lay contiguous to their, or 
their Children's Lands in Wickakoe. The Proprietor, 
with his usual Indulgence to these People, the same 
Day granted them a Warrant for Fifty Acres; Nor 
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was it understood that they had any Right to any of 
that Marsh, except that they yearly made Use of the 
Grass of it, but from this grant only, Some few Years 
ago, the unhappy Heirs to Two Thirds of those Lands 
were induced to sell their Rights in Wickakoe, both 
High-Land and March, to some English Purchasers: 
(for from such Sales only those Clamours have rose) 
Hereupon immediately the new Purchasers were 
pleased to give out, That they had a Right, not only 
to their respective Shares of the Fifty Acres granted 
by the Proprietor to the Widows, but of all the Marsh 
that lay there. This being wholly new to us, who were 
then about encouraging the Improvement of the vacant 
Marshes and Cripples to the Southward of this Town, 
we appointed a Day for all those to meet us, whom we 
understood to have any Claims to those Lands at 
Wickakoe ; and accordingly being met, we desired them 
to acquaint us with the Claim we understood they had 
made to the Remainder of that Marsh, above the Fifty 
Acres ; assuring them, that if they had any Equitable 
Right, of which we had never found the least Footstep 
or Probability, we were so far from desiring to deprive 
them of it that we should be ready to confirm it to them : 
But their Lawyer, then with them (for what Reason he 
best knows) advised them, (as some of them have freely 
owned) against it, alledging, at the same time, some- 
thing out of the Royal-Charter to the Proprietor which 
was never there. On this Head also, though more could 
not have been done on our Parts ; and notwithstanding 
we have no Foundation to believe they have any such 
Right as they have pretended, the same kind of Noise 
and Clamours has been raised, fomented, not so much 
by the Swedes themselves as by others more nearly 
related to Great Britain, who may too justly be ac- 
counted the truly designing Men, to whom our Divi- 
sions, whenever they arise, will be owing. 
These (may it please the Governor) are the only 
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Cases we know, in which the Swedes, in the late Cry, 
have been rendered as suffering Persons ; And perhaps 
it may exceed the Belief of any rational Man, who is a 
Stranger to the Place that such indirect Uses could be 
made of them. 

Upon the Whole we shall briefly say, That all Men 
who have fair and just Eights might have had them 
confirmed, and those who neglected it may undoubtedly 
have them hereafter, upon a candid Application. 
Honest Men want no other Provision; and, 'tis pre- 
sumed, no Assembly of this Province Now will espouse 
the Cause of the other Part of Mankind. The greater 
Part of those old Claims are already confirmed by the 
Proprietor, or his Commissioners, and if any yet want 
a Confirmation, it has been owing, we conceive, to a 
Notion industriously instilled into those People, That 
a Title from New- York was preferrable to any the 
Proprietor could give from the Kings Letters Patents ; 
and therefore 'tis unreasonable they should apply for 
an Act, derived from the Proprietor's Authority, to 
help them. But their Titles from New- York have never 
yet been called in Question ; for all that was said at the 
Tryal of Thomas Shute's Cause, was intended only to 
shew the Proprietor's great Favour and Tenderness 
to those old Settlers, who have not always made the 
best Returns, of which this Petition is an Instance. 
But such an Act, as seems to be desired, to confirm 
all Men in all their Claims, to which they could plead 
quiet Possession, would, under any Administration, be 
highly unjust; seeing some Persons (and such are sel- 
dom the best of Men) have long possessed themselves 
of Lands and Lots without any Eight at all ; of which 
divers Instances could be given, Acts of such a Nature 
(We say) could at no Time be justly passed, without 
the Consent of the Proprietor, or those imployed by 
Him in those Cases, And we beg leave further to add, 
That the Governor himself is fully sensible, That at 
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this Time, while the Affairs of the late Proprietor's 
Family remain unsettled, none such, can by any Means 
be passed, that may affect their Estates and Interest 
here ; And, we hope, those Men, who on a late Occasion 
were so tenderly concerned, where there was no Danger, 
that His Heirs should not be wronged, will now abhor 
the Thoughts of so manifest and flagrant an Injustice. 
These Men called Swedes amongst us we are sure, 
have never been injured by the Proprietor or any 
under Him, 'tho' they are very ill used by those who 
from Time to Time court their Hands and Names, to 
carry on Designs which require such palliating. Those 
People, as they are descended from a Nation famed for 
their Loyalty and Obedience to Government, may of 
themselves, and when not misled by others be quiet 
honest Men. But how far it is consistent with the 
Peace, Honour, or Security of an English Government, 
that they, who by their Birth are really English, and 
have had the utmost Protection, should, upon Occa- 
sions, be thus nationally distinguished (as the Gov- 
ernor has most justly observed to us) is humbly re- 
ferr'd, with what is here offered, to his further Con- 
sideration. We are 

With Sincere Respects 

The Governors friends 

Richard Hill. 

Isaac Norris. 

James Logan. 
Philadelphia, the 28th of the 
12th Month (Febr,) 1721-1722. 

A Letter from James Logan, Esq. to Mouns Justis with 
the Answer. 

Philad. 24th Feb, 1721-22. 
Friend Mouns Justis, 

Tho' thy Obstinacy, and thy subjecting thy-self to 
the Humours of some ill Men about thee, many entitle 
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thee to very little Favour from those thou opposes; 
yet having always believed thee to have an honest In- 
clination in thy self, and that thy Mistakes are owing 
only to a weakness of Judgment, imposed on by the 
Craft of others, I have so much Compassion and Re- 
gard for thee, as an ancient Settler, and a good Neigh- 
bor to my Mother and her Family, which she has often 
acknowledged to me, that upon an Information Thomas 
Shute has given me of thy People cutting his Timber 
to Pieces, I shall offer thee my Advice, which if Rightly 
used, I am sure will be of Service to thee. 

The Case depending between Thomas and thee is 
such, that seeing thou, and the rest who are interested 
in that Tract of Six Hundred Acres of Land granted 
to the Swanson's have the utmost that Justice can ever 
allow you, that is, not only your full Complement, but 
also a further Addition of Ten Acres to each Himdred ; 
and the Land in Different having been regularly cut 
off and granted to Thomas Shute on good Rights from 
firm Original Purchasers, the cause must certainly some 
Time or other of Necessity be given against thee, not- 
withstanding all the Arts that have been used to impose 
on the People with gross Falshoods and Prevarica- 
tions ; For tho ' Justice may for some Time be diverted 
by wicked Contrivances, it never dies; but at last is 
sure of getting the better ; And as both Law and Equity 
are most manifestly against thee, and your sole De- 
pendance is on Weak and Prejudiced Juries, on the 
Management of whom, and of such as are to compose 
them, your Endeavours are chiefly employ 'd, thou may 
assure thy-self the same Justice must and will at length 
prevail in. this Case. Therefore tho' thy Purse should 
bleed as long as thou canst bear it to support thy 
Lawyers, whose Livelihood depends on the Quarrels of 
Neighbours, and your wanted Endeavours be still used 
to mislead the Ignorance, yet these Methods (as they 
always do) must fail in their Effects at last, and thou 
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wilt be left to bear the whole Burthen thy self and to 
pay the heavy Reckoning. 

My advice therefore to thee is, that thou wouldst 
not needlesly inflame this Eeckoning, and make it more 
Severe to thee by Actions that no way help thy Cause ; 
For thy Destroying that Timber is no Service to thee, 
compared with what the cost may prove. By such a 
Conduct thou art only heaping burning Coals on thy 
Head, without so much as any present Advantage, And 
therefore in true Charity I give thee this Advice, for I 
heartily pity thy misfortune in being so far misled by 
joining thyself to one of the falsest and most impudent 
of Men. 

This letter thou may make use of as thou thinks fitt, 
I desire it may be a Right One ; But if not, it will Serve 
however to convince thee at last who were thy Friends 
amongst whom thou wilt then have cause to reckon. 
Thy True well Wisher 

James Logan. 
To Mouns Justis near 

Philadelphia, 
These. 

Philadelphia, March 1722. 
Sir. 

Since Fraud nowaday passes current for Policy, and 
some Things deviled only for particular Interests must 
be the Foundation of general Rights. I am not much 
surprized to find you give wrong Names to Things, and 
call my honest Endeavours to secure my just Property 
by the Name of Obstinacy, You know too well. Sir, I can- 
not depend so much on my own Judgment as you and 
many more, and therefore you cannot but allow me to 
advise with others, whom I must think good Men, till 
you make out the contrary. 

I thank you, sir, for any favourable Construction you 
may put on my inclinations, and if you only intended 
it for a Complement, I will think it due; But I am 
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entirely a Stranger to the Craftsmen you say have im- 
posed on my weak Judgment, so that the Mistake, if 
any, is owing to my self ; And now I leave you to judge 
who is the good Neighbour ; yet I am obliged to you for 
your Compassion but I should think myself better off 
if I wanted it not. 

As to the Case, Sir, depending between Thomas Shute 
and Me I think I have by far the better, if Eight can 
make it so, and tho' I cannot speak so much on the 
Praise of Justice as you, my Esteem for it is equal to 
yours, and it is only by Virtue of the Justness of my 
Cause that I expect to prevail. You have been at some 
Pains in your Letter, by briefly narrating the Case, to 
perswade me to sit down contented; but I hope my 
Proper Judges will hear both Parties and then if they 
are of your Opinion, I submit. But of all things in the 
World I wonder, how you came to forget the Names of 
so many honest Men, well known even to yourself to 
be such and disinterested in Me; And I cannot guess 
at your Meaning, when you speak of weak and pred- 
judiced Juries, managed by Art, used to Impose on 
People with gross falshoods and Prevarications, unless 
you are apprized, that such Arts, Sc, may be used to pro- 
cure such a Jury as you have described ; For I am per- 
swaded you think my last Jury Twelve Honest Men. 
But, Sir, such indirect Practices are not like to be my 
Case; for considering the Power against which I con- 
tend, I am resolved to be simply honest and depend on 
the Goodness of my Cause, not giving my Opponents 
the least handle against me and if they will be angry 
with honest Men for truly and sincerly giving their 
Judgments in the Matter, they may call them by what 
Names they please. 

I am not a little surprized to find such Eeflection 
upon Juries, Sc, to proceed from a Person of your Sta- 
tion and Character and one who has so lately taken 
Pains as well in Private as in the most Publick Manner, 
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to possess all Men with a Belief, that I and others claim- 
ing under the Swansons have the utmost that Justice 
can ever allow, Sc, So that the Cause is Predjudiced, 
and it is hard to say where the same can receive a fair 
Tryal again. But suppose. Sir, we have our Quantity 
of Acres, and yet want in Quality or Value, Can we 
have no Eescource to Justice? Such it is well known, 
would be our just Complaint, if the Land in Dispute 
was regularly cut off, as you say, it has been, but we 
utterly deny it, and the most solemn Testimony of one 
of our Parties, now living, who is said to have desired 
that the Overplus in Measure might be cut off, will 
sufficiently Evidence the Mistake of that Assertion. 
But since there has been so fair a Tryal of that Dispute, 
it is not to be doubted but you would have made some 
Proof, if any you could make, of a Point so essential 
to your Purpose ; and the Verdict given upon that Tryal 
sufficiently convinces, that an Allegation, tho' urged 
with all the Force of Eloquence and Art, passes not 
for Proof with unpredjudiced Juries. And now we 
may perceive where the Art you mention used to 
impose on People, springs from, and that the severe 
Censures you have been pleased to make. 

Tho' I and others are accounted Alliens to this 
Commonwealth, so that we have not the least Title to 
any Part or Lot in this Inheritance, yet I will think my- 
self a subject of Great Britain, and as such expect the 
Protection of the Government, not doubting to have 
it now as formerly; and tho' my purse should bleed 
(as you word it) yet I hope it will tend to its health, 
expecting nothing but fair Usage from those gentlemen 
you say, that depend on their Neighbours Quarrels 
for a Support. But while I read that Part of your 
Letter, I could not but remember a pleasent Story 
which I had heard a little before, and I think it 
comes near up to the purpose : The Sheep and Wolves 
clap'd up a Peace, on Condition the Dogs should be 
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surrendered up to the Wolves ; but no sooner had the 
sheep delivered up their trusty Guards, but their In- 
veterate Enemies devour 'd them unmercifully! I 
leave you, Sir, to make the Application, only let me 
tell you, I cannot think of dropping my Friends so 
inconsistently. I shall not here take any Notice of a 
late Accident, till I am better advised in it and then 
you may hear it, In the mean time I shall according to 
your Advice make the best Use of your Letter. I am Sir 
Your Humble Servant 

Mouns Justis. 
To James Logan, Esq., Secretary of Pennsylvania, 
and Justice of the Common Pleas at Philadelphia. 



